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         FRIDAY 
Candle Lighting:    5:26 pm  
Kabalat Shabbat:  6:30 pm 
 

                SHABBAT 
   Shacharit:             9:00 am  
    Shiur:                 4.30 pm 
    Minchah:  5:00 pm 
 

 
  Maõariv/Shabbat  

  Terminates:                                                                                                           
6:23 pm  

 
       SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS 
     Shacharit:            8:00am    
                
                 DAILY 
     Shacharit: T,W,F  6:30am 
               M,Th   6:25am 
      Maõariv:             7:00pm 

 

Shabbat  
Mevarchim 

Molad Thursday night 
11pm 3 minutes 6 chalkim 

 

Rosh Chodesh ELUL 
Thursday August 20 

Friday August 21 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ǊƻŎƘŀ ŀǊŜ 
sponsored by  

Marc, Ruth and Haidee Leib  in honour of 
their daughter and sister                           
WŜǎǎƛŜΩǎ .ŀǘƳƛǘȊǾŀƘΦ 

A number of years ago, when my wife was a stay-at-home mother, her daily schedule con-
sisted entirely of dreaming up new forms of entertainment for our 2-year-old son and his 6-
month-old sister. One fateful morning, a combination of desperation and inspiration brought 
a shout to my wife's lips as she gazed through the kitchen window: "Yitzie, the trash men are 
coming!" Our son, caught up in the excitement of the moment, raced for the garage door with 
a squeal not unlike the sound of the big truck's brakes. Without a doubt, no one else in our 
town would be displaying any such enthusiasm. Our trash collectors are not revered for their 
social graces. Then again, I don't suppose I'd have a terribly pleasant disposition either if it 
were my job to remove other people's trash. But if our automated robot-arm trash trucks pro-
vide a fitting symbol for our impersonal, mechanized world, they also provide small children 
with a captivating diversion as they lumber through their appointed rounds. My wife called 
our son as he toddled to the top of the driveway, "Yitzie, say thank you to the men for taking 
our garbage." To the garbage men, the sight of a pint-sized boy with his hand rotating like a 
corkscrew shouting, "Tank 'oo! tank 'oo!" must have appeared comical. But we all desire rec-
ognition, and in all likelihood these overlooked public servants had traversed the same streets 
for months or years receiving only the rarest signs of appreciation for their labors. This time, 
they stood frozen in their tracks, staring in wonder at the barefoot boy in diapers applauding 
them for their service. Greeting the garbage men became a weekly ritual, with our son eagerly 
awaiting their arrival every Wednesday morning at the kitchen window. During the summer, 
his 5-year-old brother and 7-year-old sister would stand beside him, also waving and intoning 
words of thanks, but without Yitzie's zeal and bubbling exuberance. And when the school year 
began, it was Yitzie by himself again, all smiles and salutations, waiting to shower greetings 
and accolades upon his loyal public servants at the foot of the driveway. Within a few weeks, 
the trash men underwent a remarkable transformation, approaching our house with sparkling 
eyes, toothy grins, and their own shouts of "What's up big guy? How ya doin'?" The seeds of a 
few moments' diversion for a little boy seemed to have sprouted into the highlight of the 
week for a few humble workers. The world was a better place for the unassuming good will of 
a child. Wednesday mornings eventually returned to normal, as Yitzie left home for elemen-
tary school and the trash men sank back into their unabated drudgery. For a while, my wife 
and I sadly recalled how easy it had been for an unassuming child to brighten his little corner 
of the world, to chase away skepticism, cynicism, and self-absorption of his elders. But even 
as we slipped back into our own routines, we tried not to forget the experience altogether. 
The great sage Shammai, known best for his strict and uncompromising approach to Jewish 
law, also taught his followers to "receive every person with a pleasant countenance." We all 
want to be validated as human beings. We all know how a simple smile from a stranger can 
cheer up our day. And yet we so often wait for others to initiate when such a small invest-
ment yields returns vastly disproportionate to the effort and energy it requires. This simple 
lesson of kindness and gratitude, so easily taught and learned, can be just as easily untaught 
and unlearned. But if it is planted deep enough in youth, if its roots are given a chance to 
grow strong and take hold, then -- like a garden of perennials cut back before the winter's 
frost -- it may force its shoots upward again until it bursts forth in the full blossom and beauty 
of adulthood to smile upon the world. 

  
Mazeltov to    
Jessie Leib          

on the occasion of 
her batmitzvah              
this Shabbat.  

http://www.aish.com/search/?author=48865782
mailto:shul@iinet.net.au
http://www.shul.iinet.net.au
mailto:rabbibrown@iinet.net.au
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This year there has  
been an unprecedented 

request for seats.  
If you might have a    

particular request you 
should contact       
Sharon asap. 

  

                      The month of Elul 

 is a time of repentance in preparation for the High Holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. Tradition teaches that the month of Elul is a particularly propitious time for re-
pentance. This mood of repentance builds through the month of Elul to the    period of 
Selichot, to Rosh Hashanah, and finally to Yom Kippur. The name of the month (spelled 
Alef-Lamed-Vav-Lamed) is said to be an acronym of "Ani l'dodi v'dodi li," "I am my Be-

loved's and my Beloved is mine," a quote from Song of Songs 6:3, where the Beloved is G-d and the "I" is the Jewish peo-
ple. In Aramaic (the vernacular of the Jewish people at the time that the month names were adopted), the word "Elul" 
means "search," which is appropriate, because this is a time of year when we search our hearts. According to        tradition, 
the month of Elul is the time that Moses spent on Mount Sinai preparing the second set of tablets after the incident of the 
golden calf (Ex. 32; 34:27-28). He ascended on Rosh Chodesh Elul and descended on the 10th of Tishri, at the end of Yom 
Kippur, when repentance was complete. Other sources say that Elul is the beginning of a period of 40 days that Moses 
prayed for G-d to forgive the people after the Golden Calf incident, after which the commandment to prepare the second 
set of tablets was given.  

Customs of Elul  

 

During the month of Elul, from the second day of Elul to the 28th day, the shofar (a hollowed out ram's horn) is blown after 
morning services every weekday. See Rosh Hashanah for more information about the shofar and its characteristic blasts. 
The shofar is not blown on Shabbat. It is also not blown on the day before Rosh Hashanah to make a clear distinction     
between the rabbinical rule of blowing the shofar in Elul and the biblical mitzvah to blow the shofar on Rosh Hashanah. 
Four blasts are blown: tekiah, shevarim-teruah, tekiah.  Rambam explained the custom of blowing shofar as a wake-up call 
to sleepers, designed to rouse us from our complacency. It is a call to repentance. The blast of the shofar is a very piercing 
sound when done properly. Elul is also a time to begin the process of asking forgiveness for wrongs done to other people. 
According to Jewish tradition, G-d cannot forgive us for sins committed against another person until we have first obtained 
forgiveness from the person we have wronged. This is not as easy a task as you might think, if you have never done it. This 
process of seeking forgiveness continues through the Days of Awe. Many people visit cemeteries at this time, because the 
awe-inspiring nature of this time makes us think about life and death and our own mortality. In addition, many people use 
this time to check their mezuzot and tefillin for defects that might render them invalid.  

 

Kosher table wine 
 available from the 

office  
$15 per bottle 
Contact Sharon 

Shiurim 
Tuesday night at 7:30 Discovery Challenge 

Thursday evening at 6:00 pm learning with the bochrim 

Thursday evening at 7:15pm Gemarah Gittin 

Shabbat afternoon 30 minutes before mincha Parasha and current issues 

Medical Kits 
$30 only 

Available for home, office, car or work-
place.  

Perfect for gifts and presents. 
Contact Mike Cotton on   
katoen@bigpond.net.au 
Mobile No. 042 769 3023 

Dog training classes 
with Mike Cotton. 
Tuesdays at 5:15pm in 
the field by the shul. 
Donation to shul 

Laughter is the best refuah!  
Moshe and Sadie, both in their seventies, are driving to the beach when they decide to stop at a nice restaurant for a bite to 

eat. After finishing their meal, they get back into their car and continue on their journey. But 15 minutes after leaving, Sadie 

suddenly says, "Moshe, you've got to turn around and go back to the restaurant. I left my glasses on the table."  

"I don't believe it," Moshe shouts angrily at her, "you silly old woman! You'll forget your head one day."  

Moshe turns the car around and starts driving. All the way there, he's grumpy and makes many snide comments like, "Your 

memory is getting really bad," and "Because of you, we won't make it to the mountain in time to see the sunset." The more 

he rebukes Sadie, the more agitated he becomes and he doesn't let up for the entire drive back to the restaurant.  

To Sadie's relief, they finally arrive back at the restaurant. As she gets out of the car and hurries inside to retrieve her 

glasses, Moshe yells to her, "And while you're in there, Sadie, you might as well get my hat. I left it in the cloakroom." 

http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/elul.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/rosh.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/yomkippur.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/yomkippur.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/elul.htm#Selichot
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/alephbet.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/g-d.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/people.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/people.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/moses.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/holiday2.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/shabbat.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/takkanah.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/mitzvot.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/rambam.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/g-d.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/days.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/mezuzah.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/tefillin.htm
mailto:katoen@bigpond.net.au
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                    Saving Rabbi Lau                       Aish.com 

 

After 64 years,  
Chief Rabbi Lau finds the person  

who saved his life.  

 
 
After surviving the Holocaust as a child, Israel Meir Lau -- a former Israeli chief rabbi -- spent decades searching for the man 
who saved his life.That journey ended with an Associated Press report about a recently discovered Nazi document confirming 
the identity of the teenager who shielded him from German gunfire when his concentration camp was liberated.In an emo-
tional ceremony on Tuesday, the Holocaust memorial Rabbi Lau now chairs posthumously granted Feodor Mikhailichenko Is-
rael's highest honor for non-Jews."This closes a circle of 64 years. You look for this person, to whom you owe your life, and you 
don't know whom to thank," said Rabbi Lau, 72. "He was my childhood hero. A man with a huge soul and a heart of gold."Rabbi 
Lau had previously identified a fellow inmate, a non-Jewish Russian named Feodor, as his savior in the Buchenwald concentra-
tion camp, but he never learned the 18-year-old's full name. He said Feodor stole and cooked potatoes for him, knitted him 
wool earmuffs to protect him from the bitter cold and lay on top of him as gunfire erupted when the camp was liberated on 
Apr. 11, 1945. At the time, Lau was an 8-year-old boy nicknamed Lulek."Feodor, the Russian, looked after me in the daily life 
like a father would for a son. His concern and feeling of responsibility gave me a sense of security," Lau wrote in his 2005 auto-
biography.Mikhailichenko grew so close to Rabbi Lau that he wanted to adopt him as a son. But Rabbi Lau kept his word to his 
murdered family and emigrated to pre-state Israel on a ship of orphaned refugee children. He lost track of Mikhailichenko and 
despite many efforts could never trace him again.The mystery began to unfold in June 2008 when Holocaust researcher Ken-
neth Waltzer of Michigan State University discovered the man's true identity through a Nazi document he discovered in a re-
cently opened secret archive in the small German town of Bad Arolsen. The document had been stashed away for more than 
six decades. Rabbi Lau first learned the full name of his rescuer through an AP report about the discovery. Mikhailichenko re-
turned to Russia, where he became a prominent geologist. He died of cancer in 1993 at the age of 66. But his daughters, Yulia 
Selutina and Yelena Belayaeva, were quickly tracked down and confirmed that their father often spoke lovingly about a young 
Jewish boy name Lulek in Buchenwald. After last year's discovery, Rabbi Lau invited both daughters to Israel and had them at 
his home for dinner. There, he introduced them to many of his eight children, 50 grandchildren and five great- grandchildren. "I 
told them, 'all of this I owe to your father. If it wasn't for your father, none of them would exist,'" he said. "I looked for him for 
decades and I never forgot him for a single day."Selutina teared up Tuesday as she accepted a medal and a certificate on her 
father's behalf. She said her father never forgot Lulek either, and traveled to Buchenwald a year before his death seeking infor-
mation about him. Mikhailichenko was featured in a 1992 Russian documentary detailing how he and other Russian inmates 
helped Lau survive by doing his chores and protecting him from the wrath of German guards. Mikhailichenko's daughters met 
with Israeli President Shimon Peres on Tuesday. "There are not a lot of daughters in the world who can be as proud of their 
father as you can. Your father acted with ultimate humanity when he saved one soul and risked his life," Peres told them. "The 
entire state of Israel is proud of you and your family and will be grateful to you our entire lives." Nearly all of the Polish-born 
Lau's family members were exterminated in Nazi concentration camps. Rabbi Lau's older brother Naftali cared for the young 
boy until the two were separated upon arrival at Buchenwald in January 1945. Mikhailichenko was already a veteran inmate of 
the camp, having been arrested by the Gestapo in 1942 for robbery. He knew the ropes and watched over Lau. When Buchen-
wald was liberated by American troops, Lau was among its youngest surviving prisoners. He went on to become one of Israel's 
most prominent spiritual leaders. He served as the country's chief rabbi between 1993-2003 and is currently the chairman of 
the Yad Vashem Council, an advisory board to Israel's official Holocaust memorial. Over 22,700 non-Jews have been recognized 
by Yad Vashem as "Righteous Among the Nations" since the designation was created in 1963. Those include Oskar Schindler, 
whose efforts to save more than 1,000 Jews were documented in the film "Schindler's List," and Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish 
diplomat who is credited for having saved at least 20,000 Jews. Mikhailichenko's name is now engraved alongside theirs in a 
garden at the memorial honoring their roles. Rabbi Lau said Mikhailichenko proved the goodness that exists in humans, regard-
less of nationality, religion or gender. "You see through him that there is a chance for humanity, there is hope for the world," 
he said. "Feodor is a lesson of morals, of ethics, of humanity." 

[ƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƎŜǎΧΦΦ 
Hillel ( ˪˪ˢ ( (born Babylon traditionally c.110BCE-10CE in Jerusalem) was a famous Jewish religious leader, one of the most important 

figures in Jewish history. He is associated with the development of the Mishnah and the Talmud. Renowned within Judaism as a sage and 
scholar, he was the founder of the House of Hillel school for Tannaïm (Sages of the Mishnah) and the founder of a dynasty of Sages who 
stood at the head of the Jews living in the land of Israel until roughly the fifth century of the Common Era.He is popularly known as the 

author of two sayings: "If I am not for myself, who will be for me? And when I am for myself, what am 'I'? And if not now, when?"and the 
expression of the ethic of reciprocity, or "Golden Rule": "That which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. That is the whole Torah; the 

rest is the explanation; go and learn." 

http://www.aish.com/v/hoi/52829197.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babylonia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishnah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talmud
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Hillel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tannaim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_of_Israel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethic_of_reciprocity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah
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Mazeltov and Naches            ˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬˣ ˟ˣ˦ ˭ˬ˯ 

Yartzeits this week 

 

Sarah Shneier for her Mother                                    Reuben Donn for his Father 
Len Cohen for his Mother                                           Leoni Nick for her Father 
Maureen Rudman for her Mother                            Edwin Glasenberg for his Mother 
Cynthia Witkin for her Mother                                   David Lenhoff for his Father 
Karin Belnick for her Father                                        Joe Witkin for his Mother 
 

Seniors Club 

The Laws of Family Purity are the cornerstone of    

Jewish life. For more than 3500 years until today,  

married couples have found benefit and beauty in 

these laws and customs. Find out about the  secrets  

of  Jewish Family Purity Laws, that  enhance                   

relationships and foster love and  respect between 

husband and wife. 

Discovery Challenge 

Every Tuesday Night at 7:30pm 

New Topic 

TAHARAT HAMISHPACHA - FAMILY PURITY 

Starting this week August 18 

Married couples only 

Please diarise Thursday the 3rd of  September for a morning tea and schmooze  

with the Rabbi and Rebbitzen 

 

Birthdays  Barmitzvah Anniversaries  
            Pauline Davis                            Joshua Ellison  
            Jeanine Schneider             Jo -Anne Dembo  
            Sharon Lazarus                 Tony Berman  
            Jeremy Green                 Jack Goodman  
            Gavin Sher                Stephen Cartoon  
                                          Bernard Kessell  

Sam Weiner  
 

Wedding anniversary  
Dr and Mrs S Slotar  

  

"It is certain that in certain parts of the world we can see a peculiar people, separated from the other peoples 
of the world and this is called the Jewish people....This people is not only of remarkable antiquity but has also 
lasted for a singular long time... For whereas the people of Greece and Italy, of Sparta, Athens and                  
Rome and others who came so much later have perished so long ago, these still exist, despite the efforts of so 
many powerful kings who have tried a hundred times to wipe them out, as their historians testify, and as can 
easily be judged by the natural order of things over such a long spell of years. They have always been preserved,                        
however, and their preservation was foretold... My encounter with this people amazes me..."                                      
                                                                                                                    Blaise Pascal, French Mathematician  

/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΧΦ 

CSG Hotline 
 

1800-CSG 000 
1800ς 274 000 

 

Heartiest Mazeltov to Boris and Violette Kartuz on the birth of their precious new           
granddaughter Sharon,  born in Toronto to proud parents Guy and Mery Kartuz!   

engagem
ent 

 

Zev Levi to Liron Davidowitz  
Mazeltov to parents  

Rabbi Chaim Davidowitz and Desi Davidowitz, 
 Paul and Gabi Levi. 


